
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Hiring Sailing Dinghies 

The following Boats are available to club members to hire from Royal Windermere Yacht Club  

Laser Bahia, RS Feva, Laser 1, Pico & RS Tera 

Approval to use the boats for the current year must be sought from either one of the following:  

Chief Instructor a Flag Officer or Honorary Officer of Royal Windermere Yacht Club. 

Boats can be hired and helmed by competent full or temporary members of Royal Windermere Yacht.  

Dinghies users must have a minimum of RYA L2 or similar experience. 

For new members or existing members who are not familiar with sailing a Bhaia, Laser, Feva, Pico or RS Tera it will 

be necessary to undertake a provisional outing with the club instructor or an approved instructor from the Sunday 

Morning Sailing Group. This is for the benefit of the hirer and to test their capability, explain the particulars of the 

boat they are hiring and awareness of the hazards on Windermere Lake.  

Club training and club events will take priority over hire of boats. 

The final decision as to whether you take a boat out will be up to hirer after approval is given. You should sail within 

your own ability and take note of the weather forecast and conditions. Sailing on the Windermere is allowed under 

strict observance of the Windermere by Laws. https://www.lakedistrict.gov.uk/visiting/things-to-do/water/lake-byelaw-enforcement/windermere-

byelaws 

As the person hiring the boat, you have a duty of care to yourself and any crew. Before use the hirer should inspect the 

boat and note any defects. Any defects should be noted and reported to the RWYC Club Administrator. 

 



Booking and Paying 

Reservations are made through the RWYC club administrator who can forward you the Dinghy hire agreement, 

associated terms and verify requirements. Bookings are per half day. Income will be used for maintaining and 

improving club boats. Payment of hire is by invoice or BACS. 

In the event of damage: 

The hirer will be responsible for the cost of the insurance excess (currently £1000) if the damage is funded through an 

insurance claim. The hirer will continue to be responsible for the cost of the damage up to the value of the excess 

where no insurance claim was processed. 

Dinghy Hire Agreement Terms and Conditions 

1. Only club members are entitled to launch from the club unless otherwise agreed via the club administrator who may 

need to seek approval from a Flag Officer or Honorary Officer. 

2. All members hiring club boats do so at their own risk and must adhere to the guidelines, terms and conditions in the 

Dinghy Hire Agreement. 

3. All club boats and members are covered by insurance for 3rd party loss and damage (subject to payment of excess in 

the event of loss or damage), public liability and personal injury.  

4. COMPLETED BOAT HIRE FORMS AND PAYMENT WILL BE REQUIRED PRIOR TO THE HIRE PERIOD.  

(A completed form must be handed to the administrator in the RWYC Club Office) 

5. For regular boat hire during the season please make this known to the club administrator to avoid having to 

complete a form on every occasion. 

6. All participants must wear an industry approved Buoyancy Aid and or Life Jacket and suitable clothing for the 

conditions on the day of hire. 

7. Unless the hire period coincides with a formal club sailing event there will be no Safety boat cover provided. 

8. The hirer should have with them a means of communication in the event that they are unable to return to the club 

safely. 

9. For organised club racing all club boats are free (excludes any coaching sessions run by RWYC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE FOLLOWING DINGHY HIRE FORM TO BE COMPLETED BY THE MEMBER HIRING  

 

Boat Type:  _________________________ 

 

Cost as per tariff: ____________________ £ _________ Paid:   YES / NO  

Helm 

Surname _________________________________ First name _________________ 

Crew  

Surname _________________________________ First name _________________ 

Home Address 

 ________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________      Post code __________________  

Phone No ___________________________ 

Email address___________________________ 

Level of Experience  

______________________________________________________________________ 

I understand that in hiring a club boat I undertake to follow the guidelines, terms and conditions laid down in the 

dinghy hire agreement. I accept my responsibilities to look after the boat in a careful manner regardless of the weather 

conditions and to only use the boats that I have been authorized to use. I accept any liability for any damage caused 

while hiring a boat as specified in this document.  

Signature: ______________________________________ Date: ________________  

Boats approved for use by: ________________________________________________  

This section must be completed when the hirer is less than 18 years of age and is to be signed by the person with 

parental responsibility in accordance with the Children's Act.  

The Parent/Guardian accepts that the club is not responsible at any time when the above named sails the boats and the 

sole responsibility is that of the Parent/Guardian.  

A Parent or Guardian I will be present at all time whilst their child is sailing one of the club boats.  

Signature of Parent/Guardian: _________________________________________  

 

Name in BLOCK CAPITALS___________________________________________  

Were there any issues with the boat being hired – please inform the Club Administrator  

Last updated on 2 May 2025 by Hon. Sailing Secretary 

 



 

This agreement sets out the conditions under which a club‐owned dinghy is hired out.  

Terms and conditions for Club Boat Hire. Declaration 

1. All members using a club dinghy must ‘sign the dinghy out’ by completing booking form  

(Forms can be obtained from the Club Administrator) completion of the booking form constitutes acceptance 

of these conditions and acknowledgement that the hirer has read the dinghy hire scheme safety notes below.  

2.  Dinghies will be booked in advance by application to the Chief Instructor or Flag Officer or Honorary 

Officer of RWYC by email or via the website.  

3.  All persons sailing a club dinghy should be sufficiently competent at the skills of sailing such dinghies.  

A minimum requirement is RYA L2 or proof of competence. 

4.  The equipment can be taken out between daylight hours unless the boats are in use for training.  

5.  Hirers must pay the hire fee before the day of hiring.  

6.  Dinghies are not to be used by non‐members  
7.  No club boat /board shall be used when the wind is gusting above 20 miles per hr. 
8.  Each dinghy comprises the following equipment, ‐Hull, spars, sails and rigging complete. ‐ Daggerboard or 

centreboard & rudder. ‐ launching trolley.  

9.  Laser Bahia must have a masthead float at all times.  

10.  All loose equipment is to be secured to the hull to prevent loss in event of capsize. This equipment shall 

not be left unsecured at any time.  

11. CE approved Buoyancy aids must be worn at all times. Wetsuits/drysuits are strongly recommended. But 

suitable clothing for the conditions in which the craft is to be used. 

12. On completion of the hire period, the dinghy shall be left in its correct berth, tied down, in a clean and tidy 

condition with the cover fitted (Where appropriate).  

13. Any loss or damage found at the start of the hire period or occurrence during the hire period, must be 

noted and reported to the Club Administrator as soon as possible. Hirers shall reimburse the club for any loss 

or damage caused during their hire period, to a dinghy or third party and shall either  

A) pay the full amount for replacement parts/repair costs or  

B) Pay the amount of any insurance excess applicable (currently £1000) plus any loss of no claims discount, 

whichever is less.  

14. Please note the Royal Windermere Yacht Club cannot accept responsibility for the conduct and safety of 

vessel and crew during the hire period. It remains the responsibility of the skipper (Hirer) to decide 

whether to sail and to satisfy themselves that they and their crew are sufficiently competent to cope with 

the prevailing conditions.  
15. You can use a club training boat to participate in racing and cruising, free of charge but you do need to fill 

in the and acknowledge the terms and conditions of hire agreement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Safety & Care while sailing 

• Launching & recovery can be difficult depending on the wind conditions. If you need assistance, please ask. 

• There are other uses of Lake Windermere. These include sailing boats, rowing boats, Yachts, Cruise boats and 

hired power craft you must be aware of other usurers at all times and it is your responsibilities to avoid 

collision or put yourself in a position where accidents may happen while you are in charge of a boat. 

• You must comply with strict observance of the Windermere by Laws 

• The slipways and pontons can be very slippery so wear appropriate Water sports footwear at all times. No 

bare feet are allowed on site. Extreme caution should be exercised at all times  

• It is the responsibility of the hirer to ensure prior to launching, that the boat/board is in serviceable condition 

and is properly rigged and that the following checklist is completed: Bungs are in; inspection hatches are 

secure; rudders, dagger/centreboards are attached and tied/wired on so they are not lost if you capsize. Any 

losses will be charged for. 

• Allowing sails to flap/flog in the wind will result in damage. Please ensure the jib is fully furled and mainsail 

is rolled when not in use. 

• Club boats should not touch the concrete slipway, pontoons, buoys, or any other boats. You will be charged 

for the repair of any damage sustained by doing so whilst in your hire period. 

• If any damage is done to the boat due to negligence the member will need to pay for this (i.e. hitting the 

pontoon extremely hard and the boat needing a repair.) Members must inform the club administrator of these 

problems and pay for the required repairs. Failure to do so could invalidate membership of RWYC  

• A £20 charge may be taken from if the boat is not put away neatly after use. (i.e sails store ,cover replaced & 

boat tide down) 

• Royal Windermere Yacht Club cannot be held liable for any loss, damage or bodily injury howsoever caused, 

by the usage of hired equipment or whilst undergoing activity either on or off the water, with or without 

instruction, unless directly caused by the negligence of an employee. 

• I accept that the club's insurance does not cover personal accident or injury to members, or damage to or loss 

of personal property; unless it can be shown that this was due to negligence. I understand that insurance 

against personal accident, loss or damage to personal property is my responsibility. 

 

 

Signature: _________________________________________  

 

Name in BLOCK CAPITALS: ___________________________________________ 

 

Date: _________________________________________ 


