New member handbook

Thank you for your interest in joining Royal Windermere Yacht Club. I hope the following information
is of interest and help. Please do not hesitate to e-mail me at sec.rwyc@gmail should you require
further information. Alternatively, you could ring the club (015394 43106 Option 2) and leave a message
or complete an online application via the website (royal-windermere.co.uk) by selecting ‘About Us’ and
using the drop down, ‘Come and Join Us.’ This form is downloadable in printed form from the website
and is set out later in this document. Any paper copies can be mailed to the club or dropped off in
person. As part of the application process we do like to meet prospective new members at the club
which enables us to provide a brief tour of our facilities and to answer any questions you may have.
If you would like to know more about the pricing of our current temporary memberships, please ring the
club and then select option 3 for the Hon Treasurer, Paul Langley.
COVID 19
At this time, the club is commencing a phased re-opening. The website has a wealth of information on
it to help everyone understand current arrangements. Given the current context we are offering a range
of flexible, temporary memberships at discounted rates noting that the season is already underway and
the club is not fully open. The club does, under normal circumstances, operate a procedure which
enables temporary memberships (which have a maximum span of 12 months) to be considered for full
membership of the club (additional fees apply.) If you are a boat owner there are also discounted rates
on offer in the boat park. We currently have limited moorings available – further information is available
upon request.
A Brief History
Originating in 1860, the Windermere Sailing Club was formed by elite and wealthy individuals, many
from the textile belt of the North of England. These ‘gentlemen’ saw leisure evolve into racing; this
racing was a serious business with many yachts being helmed by professionals who normally earnt a
living on Morecambe bay. In 1887 Sir William Forwood acquired the Royal Warrant for the club; this
was on the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria. Gaining the Royal Warrant was a
significant achievement for an inland club.
After extravagances with larger yachts, the club settled down to promote the 17 foot Windermere Class
Yacht and thus started the famous class which still flourishes today. The introduction of Fireflies in 1948
and the GP 14 class in 1952 indicated the forward thinking of the Club and the opening up of the
membership. Flying 15’s were introduced in 1963 and by then the club became a more democratic and
egalitarian organisation. Today the club is open to all.
Solings came in 1970 and disappeared from Club racing in 1979; Lasers arrived in 1978 & still continue
in our handicap racing. Mirrors arrived in 1983 and became for a while the boat of choice for juniors
and a stepping stone into racing, although they have since been supplanted by Picos.
Fireballs arrived as the first trapeze boat for the Club in 1985 but they survived only a few years. In
2005, the RS 400 became the choice for those wanting a sporty asymmetric boat. Cruisers have
become more popular with the emphasis being placed on the Beneteau First 21/7.Today there are
various classes of boats sailed in the handicap racing.
We have a number of club boats and these are available for training and (by arrangement) informal use
by members. Club boats consist of recently acquired Bahia’s, a GP14 and a new fleet of kayaks and
stand up paddle boards.

Secretary’s Welcome Letter
Dear Prospective Member
Thank you for your interest in membership of Royal Windermere Sailing Club. We regard ourselves as
a family club with members aged from 8 to 80+. Whilst we treasure our more senior members,
applications from younger sailors (or younger social members and prospective sailors) and families are
especially welcome. This is because one of our priorities is to reduce the average age of our club.
Encouraging young sailors is of paramount importance as we seek to continue our simple aim which is
to promote sailing on Windermere. As you will be aware, the club occupies an idyllic position on
Bowness Bay on the shores of England’s largest lake. The club enjoys the full suite of clubhouse
facilities (including a newly introduced indoor learning and training area as it occasionally rains here!)
Additionally, members benefit from secure car parking (included with membership) and a lake-side boat
park with specialist launching areas and jetties. Sailing is enjoyed by all ages and abilities. Friendly
informal advice is always readily available from established club members – don’t be afraid to ask! A
range of training and development opportunities are available, ranging from RYA qualifications for
sailing, instruction and the use of power boats (RYA Level 2 for escort duties,) sailing for youngsters
with the emphasis being fun on the water, to Sunday morning adult training (which is both informal and
free!)
Fleet racing takes place from April to October at weekends, and on Monday and Thursday
evenings. We have excellent on the water facilities with a committee boat, bosun, and safety RIBs
to provide assistance to our members on the water. The club races its own restricted class
keelboat, the Windermere 17ft Yacht, the first of which was built in 1904.
There is also a large and active Flying Fifteen fleet and a keen dinghy fleet comprising GP14s,
RS400s, RS100s, Lasers and Solos. Sailing abilities range from beginners to world champions.
There is room for all to enjoy sailing on the lake.
The club is an RYA Recognised Training Centre and runs popular courses with its own instructors
and boats throughout the summer. The Youth Squad meets on Friday afternoons and Saturday
mornings in school term time, and is open to members and non-members alike for a small fee.
Many of our juniors have gone on to become champions.
Although the focus is on sailing there is a full and active social programme. We are fortunate to have
an excellent steward and staff who will welcome you to enjoy a meal or a drink with friends.
If you are interested in joining and would like to take a look around, please do let me know and I will be
delighted to show you around the club. I can also introduce you to other club officers and (if sailing) the
fleet captain or secretary. Upon joining you will be provided with a key card for the gate and clubhouse,
code numbers for the changing rooms and a very warm welcome.
The club is run by its members for its members and we are always on the lookout for volunteers. If you
have a bit of spare time or would like to find out about becoming more involved, just ask!
Ian Smith
Hon Sec

Royal Windermere Yacht Club
The purpose of Royal Windermere Yacht Club is to provide an inclusive, friendly environment
for like-minded people to socialise and for the promotion of sailing (for pleasure and racing) on
Windermere along with high-quality facilities.

The club is open to all. We welcome applications for membership from people with similar interests and
particularly those who wish to sail from the club. The club prides itself on being family-friendly, and we
urge all members of the family to join and get involved in club activities. Our fees reflect this aspiration.
We welcome those non-sailors seeking social membership with equal measure; fees are similar for
both categories of membership. Guests are welcome but restrictions apply.
The club is owned and run by its members who are volunteers. We employ a small but valued team to
offer a range of services from the clubhouse. Our proximity to the lake is our most valuable asset. We
are an oasis of calm in an otherwise bustling town. We operate an approved RYA sailing centre with
associated courses and accreditations.

Membership confers a range of benefits:

















Competitive membership fees
Children (under 18) of members are included free of charge
A family friendly approach
RYA teaching establishment with a variety of subsidised/inexpensive training courses for club
members
Dedicated training area
Free car park with electronic key card entry
Boat park with range of slipways and launch tractor
Mast hoist
Moorings
Changing rooms with toilet and shower facilities
Use of club boats and equipment
Committee and safety/escort boats
Club racing
Informal and fun sailing-related activities
Extensive, year-round social activities
High – quality catering
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